"Word of the Day" — List 1 


Having a big vocabulary, knowing lots of words and how to properly use them, will help you get far in 
life! It will help you in school, in college (and on the SAT), in many jobs, and even in your daily life! 
Here are some new words for you to learn: 


abhorrent (adjective) — very bad/evil. 
In a sentence: Tripping an elderly person is seen as abhorrent by civilized human beings. 


arid (adjective) — very dry. 
In a sentence: The Atacama Desert features one of the most arid climates on Earth, with some parts of 
it receiving less than a centimeter of rainfall per year! 


cacophony (noun) — unpleasant/bothersome sound. 
In a sentence: When I tried to listen to two songs at once, the result was cacophony. 


defenestrate (verb) — to throw someone or something out a window. 
In a sentence: To get the burning laptop out of the classroom, the teacher quickly defenestrated it. 


deplorable (adjective) — very bad/evil. 
In a sentence: The class's behavior was so deplorable that every single student was suspended from 
school for three days. 


detritus (noun) — garbage/waste. 
In a sentence: There should be no candy wrappers, juice boxes, crumbs, or other detritus on the floor! 


ephemeral (adjective) — lasting for only a short time. 
In a sentence: The Harlem Shake was one of the ephemeral internet memes of 2013. 


infamy (noun) — a negative kind of fame. 
In a sentence: December 7, 1941 is a date that will live in infamy, because on that day, Japan attacked 
Pearl Harbor. 


noxious (adjective) — harmful. 
In a sentence: Cigarette smoke contains hundreds of noxious chemicals. 


opine (verb) — to state your opinion [about something]. 
In a sentence: If you wish to opine about the article, you can write a letter to the editor. 


scale (verb) — to climb to the top of [something]. 
In a sentence: Sir Edmund Hillary and Tenzing Norgay were the first men to scale Mount Everest. 


torrid (adjective) — very hot. 
In a sentence: The State of Arizona has a torrid climate, with summer highs that often top 100°F. 


vice (noun) — a bad habit, a habit of doing evil things. 
In a sentence: Jake got bad grades, thanks to his vice of watching too much TV, instead of doing his 
homework. 


